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Air Quality Monitoring – Ambient 
Background 
The Air Quality Bureau of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is responsible for ambient air monitoring and enforcing 
federal air standards.  Federal ambient air monitoring requirements are set by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in rule, 
and include requirements (40 CFR Part 58) for ambient air monitoring by states.  Beginning in 2007, the General Assembly has 
provided an annual appropriation from the Environment First Fund (EFF) to the DNR to support ambient air quality monitoring.  This 
appropriation provides funding to support the activities of the DNR Ambient Air Monitoring Group that coordinates, organizes, and 
plans air monitoring activities within the State of Iowa.  These funds are in addition to federal funds and Title V fees that comprise 
the majority of the Air Quality Bureau’s budget.   

Activities 
Appropriated funds finance the administration of ambient air monitoring activities and an annual contract with the State Hygienic 
Laboratory (SHL) at the University of Iowa to conduct air monitoring.  The DNR has contracted with the SHL for ambient air quality 
monitoring for over 30 years.  The contract cost has ranged from $2.0 to $2.2 million since FY 2010 and the EFF appropriation 
funds a portion of the cost.  The SHL collects air monitoring data, provides quality assurance results, and reports data to the public.  
The SHL also conducts the following activities; 
 

• Operates and maintains most ambient air monitoring 
sites. 

• Provides analytical and technical support. 
• Determines the ionic composition of particulate 

samples. 

• Analyzes samples for toxic compounds. 
• Analyzes asbestos samples. 
• Audits ambient air monitoring activities of SHL and 

local program monitoring programs. 

Funding History 
Beginning in FY 2008, the EFF appropriation was $325,000 from the EFF.  The current appropriation is $425,000 and has been at 
that level for the past five years. 

Related Statutes 
Iowa Code chapter 455B 
567 Iowa Administrative Code chapter 28 
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More Information 
 

DNR Ambient Air Monitoring Group:  http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryAir/MonitoringAmbientAir.aspx  
 

Iowa General Assembly:  http://www.legis.iowa.gov/index.aspx  
 

LSA Staff Contact:  Deb Kozel (515-281-6767) deb.koze@legis.iowa.gov  

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title40/40cfr58_main_02.tpl
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/DOCS/ACO/IC/LINC/2013.Chapter.455B.PDF
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/administrativeRules/chapters?agency=567
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/law/administrativeRules/rules?agency=567&chapter=28
http://www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryAir/MonitoringAmbientAir.aspx
http://www.legis.iowa.gov/index.aspx
mailto:deb.koze@legis.iowa.gov

